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SUNDAY WORSHIP SCHEDULE
9:00 AM WORSHIP WITH ORGAN AND CHOIR.
10:00 am Education & Fellowship
11:00 am Worship with band and vocals.
Infant and toddler care available all morning.
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Sun

3 Super Bowl
Communion
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Sunday
School
10:15a Young
Family Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
5:30p Musical
Rehearsal
7p SAA
10
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
2p Haphazardly
Ever After (play)
3p Minnehaha
Women's Group
3p Youth Group
6:30p Togo Church
7p SAA
17
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Adult Faith
Forum: Pronouns
10:15a Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
7p SAA
24
9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
3p Youth Group
6:30p Scouts PPM
6:30p Togo Church
7p SAA

Mon

4
10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6p Musical
Rehearsal
6:30p Adult Study:
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
6:30p Boy Scouts
6:30p Scouts PPM

Minnehaha Happenings in February
Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1
10a Al-Anon
10:30 Brighter
Minds Music (BMM)
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA
7p First Friday Films
5
6
7
8
9a Fun & Fit
10a Staff Meeting
9a Food Shelf Board 10a Al-Anon
10:30a Food Shelf 5:30p Methodicals 9a Fun & Fit
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
1:30p BMM
5:30p Wednesday 9:30a BMM
6:30p RCA
night dinners
6p Musical
9:30a Minnehaha
7p Fellowship Hall
Rehearsal
6:45p Chancel Choir Playgroup
reserved
6:30p Toastmasters
10a Adult Study:
7p Taizé
(Taleweavers)
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
2:30p BMM
6p Musical
Rehearsal

2 Groundhog Day
8a BMM
5p Childcare Night

9
8a BMM
2p & 7p
Haphazardly Ever
After (play)

14 Valentine's Day
9a Fun & Fit
9:30a BMM
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
10a Adult Study:
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
1p Communion @
Nokomis Sq
2:30p BMM

15
Newsletter items
due
10a Al-Anon
6:30p RCA

16

21
9a Fun & Fit
9:30a BMM
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
10a Adult Study:
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
2:30p BMM
27
28
5:30p Methodicals 9a Fun & Fit
5:30p Wednesday 9:30a BMM
night dinners
9:30a Minnehaha
6:45p Chancel Choir Playgroup
2:30p BMM

22
9a Newsletter
Collation
10a Al-Anon
5p Changing Self
Set up
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA

23

11
10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Adult Study:
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
6:30p Boy
Scouts/Den
Meetings

12
9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p Church
Council
6:30p Nokomis
Neighborhood
Group

13
5:30p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
night dinners
6:45p Chancel Choir
7p Children's
Council

18 Presidents' Day
10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Adult Study:
Revelation for
Progressive
Christians
6:30p Boy Scouts

19
9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p Toastmasters
(Taleweavers)

20
5:30p Methodicals
5:30p Wednesday
night dinners
6:45p Chancel Choir

25
10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy
Scouts/Den
(Pinewood Derby
Workshop)

26
9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p SPR

6:30p Trustees &
B+G

Sat

8a BMM
5p Somalia Info
Meeting & Dinner

My Changing Self
7a MinneHarvest
8a BMM
8a My Changing
Self

Notes: The calendar is accurate,
to the best of our knowledge, at
the time of printing. Dates and
details may change at any time.
Please visit www.minnehaha.org
to view an up-to-date version of
the calendar, and please contact
Heather before scheduling any
meetings or events. If they aren’t
on the calendar, you are not
guaranteed a meeting space.
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Worship in February

For a short month, February will be full of variety! We finish out our Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood series, we celebrate with Camping
Sunday, hear about the special session for General Conference, and are led by the United Methodist Women. Come for all of it!
3rd
Communion

“Listening”

10th

Camping Sunday

17th

“Trust in God”

Jeremiah 1:4-10

24th
“School to Prison Pipeline”
United Methodist Women Sunday, Geri Cook preaching

Psalm 36:5-10
Matthew 5:1-12

Save the Date

Future special events at Minnehaha UMC:
 March 6 – Ash Wednesday (beginning of Lent)
 March 16 – Scouts Pinewood Derby
 April 18 – Maundy Thursday Seder Dinner
 April 19 – Good Friday Tenebrae Service
 April 21 -- Easter
 May 19 - Children’s Musical, one Worship Service at 10
 May 26 - One Service at 10
 June 2 - Graduation Sunday - One Service at 10

Good Things Happen is the newsletter of Minnehaha
United Methodist Church, published each month.
The deadline for March is

February 15

Contributions may be brought to the office or emailed to:
office@minnehaha.org
3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Phone: 612/721-6231 Fax: 612/721-7289

About Us:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church is a thriving multi-generational, multicultural Christian community devoted to social justice and personal
spiritual growth. The congregation is both mission- and worship-focused. In addition to its worship, education, and social activities, the church
supports local mission activities, including a food shelf and a monthly food distribution program. The church also supports a variety of national
and international relief, education, and development projects.
A Reconciling Congregation:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church opens our doors to all God’s people. We will strive to offer unconditional love and acceptance to all persons, regardless of race, sexual orientation or faith history. We work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and
within our community. -adopted 2006
Our Mission:
We seek, we serve, we celebrate, we carry our Christian faith into our community and the world. We provide a caring gathering place to worship God and to grow spiritually. -reconfirmed 2011
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We've had a full and good start to the 2019 year - from adventures away (bouldering with the youth, winter retreat
with all ages), to celebrating and connection at home (infant recognition, young family dinner, and the return of
Minnehaha Wednesday Nights). We've reflected on what a means to be a good neighbor, and honed in on the
words of our peace prayer using American Sign Language. And, as we plan the rest of the year, we continue to
think about this balance. How do we grow connections within our community, how do we help our children to
grow while also looking beyond our comfort, beyond our walls to form connections and work for peace in the
larger world?
We'll work on this as we
focus this winter on
sexuality education: with an
event for third through
eighth graders at the end of
February, and a parent
night for parents of young
children in March. We'll
work on this as we welcome
the Daud family to share
about their trip to Somalia,
and begin to work out the
details of our Urban Bound
Youth Mission experience.
We'll work on this as we
gather for Sunday School
and Wednesday Night
programming, as we
worship, as we visit. We're
grateful you are a part of
this community, of this
work, and look forward to
seeking, serving, and
celebrating together.
Jenia Strom
Interim Director of
Children, Youth, & Family
Ministries

Page 5

Page 6

United Methodist Women
UMW is sponsoring our Annual All Church Musical presented by the Minnehaha Players
on Feb. 9 at 2:00 and 7:00 and Feb. 10 at 2:00. "Haphazardly Ever After" is a huge
musical during which an unhappy King and Queen manage to make magical mistakes
while trying to become empty nesters. Come and enjoy! You'll recognize dozens of folks
you know!
Watch for our annual UMW Sunday on Feb. 24. We happily host one service every year
during which we recognize the service to our community and church of individuals with a
UMW Service Award. Geri Cook will be delivering our message with a sermon titled "The
School to Prison Pipeline" as we also emphasize the four major focus areas of our
National UMW organizations.

March 6 is the next date for serving dinner at Simpson Housing Services. It doesn't take
long and gives you a view of how someone is helping the homeless of Mpls. UMW funds
provide the food; you can help make the meal on the afternoon of March 6 and serve it
that evening. Let Maureen Trepp know you are interested at 612-724-7620.
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What Pronoun Do I Use?
Feb. 17 10:15 Faith Forum. What Pronoun Do I Use? As we learn more about gender
identity and gender fluidity, the pronouns and terms we use to refer to each other get
more complex. Zane Timmesch-Gill will lead us in a conversation on when to use he, she,
they, and others.

Special Session
The United Methodist Church makes its decisions globally, and with an equal number of
lay people and clergy (representative of our population around the world) voting on
pieces of legislation.
We have been at an impasse regarding issues related to LGBT for decades, with
prohibitive rules that are broken regularly by clergy all over the United States, with
varying consequences. After our last General Conference, where we gather to vote on
these things, the voting body agreed to a special commission who would make some
recommendations, and a special session to vote on those suggestions. That special
session is coming up at the end of February. Between Feb. 23 and Feb. 26, almost 900
delegates will gather in St. Louis, MO and debate a total of 78 petitions related to our
stance on sexuality. Pastor Becky will be attending this special session as an observer,
and she will address what might happen in her sermon on Feb. 17 before she leaves, and
will address what did happen in her sermon on March 3 when she is back. Anticipate
that there will probably also be other educational forums after the special session has
ended and the dust has settled. No matter how the votes go, our denomination will be
changed. Some people and congregations will leave, and some will stay. So, please pray
for all the delegates and all the presiders over the sessions that we might be as faithful as
we can to where the Spirit is leading our denomination.
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First Friday Films
Do you find yourself shouting advice to characters during a movie? Nudging your neighbor
with an elbow during critical scenes? Wishing you had someone to talk to about the movie
you just watched? Then you are in luck! Come to the church on the first Friday of the
month at 7:00 and settle in to watch a movie with fellow Minnehaha-ians. Bring your own
beverage and snacks, and feel free to bring a friend as well. After the credits roll, you’ll have
an opportunity to share your “aha” moments, the things you liked or disliked, or anything
else the movie prompted in you.
On Feb. 1 (7:00 in room 210) we’ll be watching Mr. Rogers’ Neighborhood; a documentary
about Mr. Fred Rogers, how he created his show, and the impact it had on all of us.

Monthly
Communion at
Nokomis Square
A brief service of
communion is offered
at Nokomis Square on
the second Thursday
of this month. All are
welcome to join us on
February 14 at 1:00
p.m.

Taizé - Time for Renewal
With all that is going on around us, it is important to slow down and make sure we are
feeding our souls and listening for God periodically. Take an opportunity for renewal through
prayer, song, and silence at our monthly Taizé services. Join us on February 8 at 7:00 p.m., or
any second Friday of the month.

Grief and Loss Group

A Grief & Loss Group will meet at Living Table United Church of Christ on the first
Thursday of each month from 6:30 - 8:30 pm. It will be an open group so anyone can attend
when they have need without making a long-term commitment. The group will be led by Rev.
Dr. Rachael Keefe and Rev. Doug Federhart. If you have questions, please call Living Table
UCC at 612-729-7556 or email Pr. Rachael at rachael@livingtable.org.
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Ordinary Time
The Star Tribune has been running an occasional series on the adventures of
Angus. Angus is a rescue dog, and his family has found him to be a bit trying, and
very different to train than their other dogs. They occasionally chronicle their
adventures as he goes from puppy to dog. The latest article featured a camera they
got for Christmas which would allow them to see what their dogs were doing while
they were gone during the day. They expected to find, as other owners had found,
that their dogs (well, at least Angus) were dancing on the dining room table, or rearranging the furniture, or
leading some kind of secret life. So far, they’ve been very disappointed to discover that mostly, the dogs sleep all
day. Ordinary.
I think the church faces those same kinds of disappointments sometime. Especially right now. We have the
wonderful anticipation of Advent, leading up to Christmas, and now we are just waiting for that reflective season
of Lent, which will lead us to Easter. Since Easter is so late this year, we get two months (January and February) of
the liturgical season of Epiphany. Once we get beyond Epiphany itself on January 6, this is really just another
round of ordinary time until Ash Wednesday comes on March 6.
So I want to make the case for ordinary time. Because ordinary time is where things really happen. Ok, so the birth
of Jesus is pretty important, with its promises of how God is with us. And the message of Easter, where God
triumphs over all the awful things in the world and we have the promise that there is more than just the individual
lives we live on earth is significant in our faith. But, we live a lot of our lives between birth and death. And so did
Jesus. One of the biggest complains about the Apostles’ Creed is that is skips over all that important stuff. We go
from “born of the virgin Mary” to “suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried,” and miss all
the things that Jesus said and did. That’s what ordinary time is for. We focus on birth for Advent and Christmas,
and we focus on death for Lent and Easter, but in ordinary time we focus on how to live our lives. We utilize the
promises from Christmas and Easter, but we learn our history, we hear from other great teachers and prophets.
We hear the stories of people who got it right and people who got it wrong. We follow the lives of people who
both got it right and got it wrong. We hear the things Jesus said to crowds and to his disciples. We struggle with
whether Jesus actually performed miracles, and we ponder parables. Ordinary time is actually pretty exciting.
So, even as my own puppy has finally tired from his morning antics of playing tug with his older sister and trying
to paw the cat out of his comfy bed in front of the heat vent and settled down to sleep on the rug in my office, I
am living in ordinary time. I am living my life as faithfully as I
can, paying attention to God as best I can, and going about
the ordinary, but amazingly miraculous, living of my life. I
invite you to do the same.
In Joy,

3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Address Service Requested
Phone: 612/721-6231
Fax:
612/721-7289
E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org
office@minnehaha.org
2/19

