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SEP 2019

In this Issue:
Calendar

2

Worship Schedule

3

Youth & Children

4, 5

Playgroup
Wednesday Dinners

6
7

MinneHarvest

8

Wednesday Night
Dinners

9

Minnehaha
Connections

10

Pastor’s Message

11

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:00 am Worship with
organ and choir.
10:30 am Worship with
band and vocals.
(Outside, weather permitting)

About Us:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church is a thriving multi-generational, multicultural Christian community devoted to social justice and personal spiritual
growth. The congregation is both mission- and worship-focused. In addition to its worship, education, and social activities, the church supports local
mission activities, including a food shelf and a monthly food distribution program. The church also supports a variety of national and international
relief, education, and development projects.
A Reconciling Congregation:
Minnehaha United Methodist Church opens our doors to all God’s people. We will strive to offer unconditional love and acceptance to all persons,
regardless of race, sexual orientation or faith history. We work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and within our
community. -adopted 2006
Our Mission:
We seek, we serve, we celebrate, we carry our Christian faith into our community and the world. We provide a caring gathering place to worship God
and to grow spiritually. -reconfirmed 2011
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Sun

1 Communion

Mon

2 Labor Day

3

Tue

4

Wed

6a Joy Catering
10a Labor Day
Worship
7p SAA

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p Brighter Minds
Music [BMM]
6:30p Boy Scouts

5:30p Methodicals
9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf 6:45p Chancel
Choir
1:30p BMM
6:30p
Toastmasters
6:30p Finance

8

5

Thu

9a Fun & Fit
9a Fun & Fit
9:30a BMM
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
2:30p BMM
4:30p BNN

6

Fri

7

Sat

10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA

6a Joy Catering
8a BMM

10a Rally Day
Worship
6:30p Togo
Church
7p SAA

9

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy Scouts

10

9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p Church
Council
6:30p Nokomis
Neighborhood
Group

11a Staff Meeting
5:30p Methodicals
6:45p Chancel
Choir
7:30p Children's
Council

11 Patriot Day 9/11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21 International Day of

9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Faith
Forum
10:15a Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
4p Middle School
& Confirmation
Kickoff/Parent
Meeting
7p SAA

9:30a Minnehaha
Connection
Gathering [MCG ]
(host: Judy
Durfey)
10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
3:30p MCG(host:
Phyllis Kromer)
6p MCG(host:
Valerie Mayer)
6:30p Boy Scouts

22

9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p
Toastmasters
6:30p Worship
Committee

9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Sunday
School
10:15a Young
Fam. Sun. Sch.
11a Worship with
Band
4p Middle School
& Confirmation
6:30p Togo
Church
7p SAA

23 Fall Begins

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy Scouts

24

29 Confirmation

30

Notes:

Sunday

9a Worship with
Organ
10:15a Sunday
School
11a Worship with
Band
4p Middle School
& Confirmation
4:30p Young
Families Dinner
7p SAA

10a OA
1:30p Al-Anon
3p BMM
6:30p Boy Scouts

9a Fun & Fit
10:30a Food Shelf
1:30p BMM
6:30p SPR

5:30p Methodicals
5:30p Wed Dinner
& Programming
6:15p MCG (TBA)
6:45p Chancel
Choir

25

5:30p Methodicals
5:30p Wed Dinner
& Programming
6:45p Chancel
Choir

9a Fun & Fit
9:30a BMM
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
1p Communion @
Nokomis Sq
2:30p BMM
4:30p BNN
7p Adult Scout
Meeting
UMW Ladies
Night Out
9:30a BMM
9a Fun & Fit
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
10a MCG (host:
Cec Wilson
Holder)
2:30p BMM
4:30p BMM

26

9a Fun & Fit
9:30a BMM
9:30a Minnehaha
Playgroup
2:30p BMM
4:30p BNN
6:30p Trustees &
B+G

10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA

Newsletter items
due
10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA

27

9a Newsletter
Collation
10a Al-Anon
10:30a Brighter
Minds
6:30p Boy Scout
Crew 1
6:30p RCA

8a BMM

Peace

8a BMM

28

7a MinneHarvest
8a BMM
10a Newcomer
Class

Notes: The calendar is accurate, to the best of our
knowledge, at the time of printing. Dates and details may
change at any time. Please visit www.minnehaha.org to view
an up-to-date version of the calendar, and please contact
Heather before scheduling any meetings or events.
If your event or meeting is not on the calendar, you are not
guaranteed a meeting space.
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Worship in September

September starts off at the very beginning of the month with one worship service inside at 10:00. We then have our annual kick-off to
the program year with one service at 10:00, outside, with a picnic and bike parade following. Sept. 15 begins the regular program year,
with both services inside, at 9:00 and 11:00. That will also be the beginning of our fall theme of Biblical Characters. Each week, we’ll
explore the lives of a character (or characters) from the Bible like Abraham & Sarah, Rahab, and the Roman centurion. In addition,
we invite you to sign up to be part of a Minnehaha Connection Gathering that will also get to talk about these characters in a little more
depth and connect their stories to our current lives. Sept. 29 will be a celebration of our youth that just finished confirmation – Chloe
Kennedy-Abdella, Betsy Kirkpatrick, and Amin Noujdi. See you in worship!
1st

“Rules of Etiquette”
Luke 14:1, 7-14
Communion, One service inside at 10:00

8th

“Creating Pots”
One Service outside at 10:00

15th

“Abraham & Sarah: Ordinary Ancestors”
Beginning of fall worship schedule

22nd

“Rahab: The Faithful Opportunist”

29th

“Centurion: The Roman Convert”
Confirmation Sunday

Jeremiah 18:1-11

Save the Date

Good Things Happen is the newsletter of Minnehaha
United Methodist Church, published each month.
The deadline for October is

September 20

Contributions may be brought to the office or emailed to:
office@minnehaha.org
3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Phone: 612/721-6231 Fax: 612/721-7289

Future special events at Minnehaha UMC:
October 11 – Taizé begins
October 25 - Halloween Party
October 26 – Harvest Dinner and Square Dance!
November 9 -- Bazaar
November 27 – Thanksgiving Eve service
November 30 – Advent Festival 9:30-11:00 a.m.
December 13 – Blue Christmas Taizé
December 15 – 4:00 Christmas Pageant
December 24 – Christmas Eve Services at 4:00 and 10:00
December 29 – One service at 10:00 a.m.
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One my first day of first grade, Mrs. Grinstad gave me a
name tag with a ladybug on it. This let me know I was to
sit at the ladybug table, so designated by the stuffed
ladybug which hung above it. The other kids at the ladybug
table and I settled in to the school year together, and the
ladybug table and its students served as a home base, a safe
place to return to. We were a team.
As students around our community settle into a new
school year - boarding buses, finding desks and lockers,
greeted by teachers and old friends, meeting new friends they need safe places, teams to face the year with. Some of
them will find those at school, some at home. And,
Minnehaha can be that place too, in fact, we strive to make
Minnehaha such a place: a place where people feel safe and
accepted, a place where people have a team that supports
them and that they can turn to in need. Of course, like the
ladybug table in Mrs. Grinstad's room, Minnehaha
shouldn't only be a home base for a team, but also a place
of learning and creativity, a place where people are free to
ask questions and discover and grow.
When I started college, Mrs. Grinstad gave me that ladybug
as a going-away gift, and when I taught, it hung it my
classroom. It's always served as a reminder of the
importance of having a safe place - a community - to ask
questions and to make mistakes and to grow. It also
reminds me of the power an individual, like Mrs. Grinstad
(the first Minnesotan I remember meeting, by the way) in
creating such a space. I look forward to this program year,
and to the opportunity to work with all of you to continue
to help Minnehaha be a place where each of us feels safe to
be ourselves, and to grow!

Welcome to the 2019-2020 Program Year!
Jenia Strom
Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
education@minnehaha.org
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Urban Bound, Minnehaha Mission
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Newcomer Class
We’ll be holding an introduction and orientation class for anyone new to Minnehaha or
interested in joining on Saturday, September 28. Please come for light refreshments at
10:00 a.m. Just to give us an idea of numbers, please RSVP to becky@minnehaha.org. If
you are interested, but cannot make the class, our next class will be Wednesday evening,
November 13.

Communion at Nokomis
Square
A brief service of communion is
offered at Nokomis Square on
the second Thursday of the
month. All are welcome to join us
on Sept. 12 at 1:00 p.m.
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Minnehaha Youth at Feed My Starving Children

One Service Sundays
We will be having one service on two upcoming Sundays:
September 1 – one service inside at 10:00. Labor Day Weekend.
September 8 – one service outside at 10:00 for our program year kick-off. There will
be food for sale, a bike parade, and other fun events following the service.
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MinneHarvest
Our free food give-away once a month (on the fourth Saturday of the month) is a source
of food relied upon by many, and it happens through volunteers who come each month.
Please join us on Sept. 28. You can volunteer anytime between 6:30 and 10:30 a.m. We
start setting up at 6:30, unload the trucks starting at 7, serve the food at 9:00, and are
usually done cleaning up by 10:30. Join us for all or any portion of that time, and bring a
friend! Unless it is raining, we unload and distribute food outside at the front of the church
during the summer, and there is generally a lot of great produce!

UMW Ladies Night Out
Save the Date for Ladies Night Out on Sept. 19, a Thursday, from 5:00 on at Al Vento.
More information to follow.
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Sunday Kick-Off, September 8, 10 AM to 1 PM
Help us kick off the church’s the new school year. We’ll block off the street and create a
time of worship, music, food, fun, and a bike parade
Events include:


An outdoor worship service at 10:00 a.m.



A bike parade – ride or bring your bike to church for fun bicycle activities



Register your family for Sunday school and learn about Minnehaha happenings



Sign up for a Minnehaha Connection Gathering



Food! Sold by the youth group

Confirmation Sunday
Join us on Sept. 29 as we welcome our 10th graders who have completed the confirmation
program – Chloe Kennedy-Abdella, Betsy Kirkpatrick, and Amin Noujdi. They will take
their membership vows at the 9:00 service and be introduced at the 11:00 service.

Minnehaha Family Camping Trip
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Join a Minnehaha Connection Gathering this Fall
We are trying a new thing this year! Instead of our two Bible discussion groups on
Monday evening and Thursday morning, a variety of people have volunteered to lead
groups twice a month throughout the program year. Our goal is to have everyone attend a
group. The topics for discussion will be based on the theme from the previous Sunday’s
service, and the groups will meet at a variety of times and in a variety of locations.
Although there is a discussion topic, we encourage each group to connect with each other
and share their lives with one another throughout. Sign up sheets are available at church,
but you can also email Becky Sechrist at becky@minnehaha.org and ask her to add your
name to one of the following groups:
Phyllis Kromer, facilitator
Her apartment, #201, at Becketwood
1st and 3rd Mondays at 3:30 p.m. – starting on Sept. 16
Judy Durfey, facilitator
at the church, Room 210
1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m. – starting on Sept. 18
Cec Wilson Holder, facilitator
Party room at Nokomis Square
1st & 3rd Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. – starting on Sept. 19
Valerie Mayer, facilitator
her home, 7105 18th Ave. S, Richfield
1st & 3rd Mondays at 6:00 p.m. – starting on Sept. 16
TBA facilitators
At the church
1st & 3rd Wednesdays at 6:15, following the Wednesday night suppers – starting Sept. 18

Communion, Worship at the Falls
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Connections
I am enrolled in school again. It’s a program offered out of Dakota Wesleyan
University in SD, called Non-Profit and Church Leadership. By July of next year, if
I pass, I’ll have a certificate in that program and 2/3 of an MBA. It’s a mainly
online program, but there are a group of us taking it together. We are all United Methodist clergy, and we are all
serving churches in Minnesota, North Dakota, or South Dakota. Except for one guy. His clergy membership is
in the Dakotas, but he is serving a church in Anchorage, AK. When we do our video lectures, he is sitting out on
his deck, with his web camera facing out into the Alaskan countryside. I’m envious now, but I’m sure in January
I’ll feel differently!
So far, I’m learning new and different things (which is why I am enrolled in the program), but an added bonus is
that I am learning those things in the company of others. Our congregational settings are quite varied, but we are
all coming from the perspective of pastors. We discuss together what it’s like to work with staff, with volunteers,
with the denomination. We share ideas with one another about how our committees are structured, programs
we’ve tried that worked, and programs we tried that didn’t work. We ask questions of one another (which range
from “how are you feeling about that?” to “have you talked to your lay leadership about that issue?”), we offer
advice, and we commiserate. In short, the program is that much greater because of the participation of
colleagues. As we started the program, the first “test” group was finishing their program. Watching the
connections they had made with one another over the year was inspiring. I am looking forward to getting to
know 20 more people a little bit better, I’m looking forward to hearing more about their contexts, learning from
them, and being part of a larger connection.
You don’t have to sign up for a program to do this. We, each of us, are part of a community already, and there is
so much we gain by being part of a larger group. Although we are varied from one another, we can offer insight,
support, and feedback. You don’t have to have a web camera or an online discussion board (although you can
utilize those tools if you want), all you have to do is participate. So, spend this year making more connections at
Minnehaha. Sit by someone in worship you don’t know as well. Engage in a conversation at coffee hour. Sign up
for one of the Connection Gatherings. Visit a homebound member. The possibilities are endless. And, I assure
you that in a year’s time, you’ll have something much more valuable than a certificate!
In Joy,

3701 East 50th Street
Minneapolis, MN 55417
Address Service Requested
Phone: 612/721-6231
Fax:
612/721-7289
E-Mail: becky@minnehaha.org
office@minnehaha.org
9/19

